


NEW MEGA SHOWS:
HUGE ECONOMIC IMPACT

The National Rifle Association (NRA)
convention and trade show drew more
than 80,000 attendees, making it

the second-largest convention in the
organization’s history. With events at
both KEC and KICC, the event brought
an economic impact of $53 million to
the region.

The HAI HELI-EXPO landed at the
Kentucky Exposition Center, bringing
with it 60 helicopters, 700 exhibits and
14,000 potential buyers for an economic
impact of approximately $9.5 million.
The world’s largest event for the civilian
helicopter industry, HAI HELI-EXPO
reported $2 billion in transactions.

YOUTH SPORTS INITIATIVE:
NEW CONTRACTS, NEW EVENT

In its commitment to establish the
Kentucky Exposition Center as a major
youth sports destination, officials with
the Fair Board and Louisville Sports
Commission signed multi-year contracts
with two established girls basketball
tournaments. It is expected that 17,000
attendees and participants will travel to
Louisville in 2017 for Run for the Roses
and Battle in the Boro. The five-year
contract, 2017-2021, translates into
$38.5 million in economic impact.

The Fair Board added Kentucky
Hoopfest, a high school basketball
event, to the growing roster of in-house
shows it owns and produces. In addition
to the tournament, a community day for
local Boys & Girls Clubs was a highlight
with more than 300 participants.

KENTUCKY STATE FAIR:
NEW SCANNERS, ENHANCED
ACCURACY

This year marked the most accurate
attendance count in the history of the
Kentucky State Fair: 564,937, thanks

to upgraded software and automated
scanners at entrance gates. Solid
numbers are critical to grow the number
of future fairgoers. The success of the
sponsorship program made it possible
to offer free admittance to military
families and seniors on specified days.

The 4-H/FFA Sale of Champions raised
$118,500, and the champion country
ham sold for $600,000 at auction.

NATIONAL FARM MACHINERY SHOW:

NEW EXHIBITORS, WORLD
RECOGNITION

One of the largest attended events at
the Kentucky Exposition Center, the
National Farm Machinery Show drew
295,258 attendees, exhibitors and
agribusiness professionals from across
the country, as well as Argentina, Italy,
Germany, England and China. The show
expanded to include 880 exhibitors and
introduced the expertise and advocacy
arm of the American Equipment
Manufacturers. This further reinforced
the event’s position as one of the
industry’s top trade shows, one with an
estimated annual economic impact of
$20 million.

NEW RECORDS SET:
NORTH AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL
LIVESTOCK EXPOSITION

The North American International
Livestock Exposition draws competitors,
exhibitors and attendees from nine
foreign countries and 45 states. The
show received 17,500 competitive
entries, with records set in sheep,
swine and meat goat breeds. A record
$81,500 was raised for youth exhibitors
of market animals during the expo’s
Sale of Champions. The world’s largest
purebred livestock show has an annual
economic impact of $8 million.

The North American Championship
Rodeo continues to grow in popularity
as part of the PRCA Great Lakes Circuit
Finals, providing fans with three nights
of action and entertainment.

SHOWS HIGHLIGHT NEW TALENT:
KIDS BUILD THEIR SKILLS

The world’s largest showcase of skilled
trades, SkillsUSA National Leadership
and Skills Conference returned to the
Kentucky Exposition Center. The event
includes SkillsUSA Championships, with
6,000 high school and college students
competing in 100 hands-on contests.
An estimated 15,000 students, teachers,
and representatives from corporations,
trade associations and labor unions
were in attendance, for an economic
impact of $14 million.

More than 1,000 teams from 37
countries travelled to the Kentucky
Exposition Center to compete in the
VEX Worlds Championships with their
student-built robots. Kentucky was well-
represented, with 20 teams from the
Bluegrass State.

EXPANSION PROJECT DRAWS
AND SPURS NEW BUSINESS

KICC has temporarily closed until summer of 2018 to
expedite the project’'s completion and ensure it stays
on budget. It is estimated that the closure will reduce
construction time by approximately a year.

“NEW” KENTUCKY INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTION CENTER

The expansion project will increase exhibit space
by more than one-third — from 146,000 to over
200,000 square feet — within the existing footprint.
The ballroom will expand by 10,000 square feet, up
to 40,000 square feet.

NEW BUSINESS
The expanded Kentucky International Convention Center
is expected to increase business by up to 25 percent.

NEW CONTRACTS

The Convention Center has already attracted new
business based on the expansion of its facility. So far,
24 of the 49 conventions booked into the new space

from 2018-2024 based their decision on the need for the
expanded exhibit and ballroom space, along with the new
downtown hotels. Some of those include:

* National Association for College Admission Counseling
$6 million economic impact — 2019

* American Association of School Librarians
$3.1 million economic impact — 2019

» Sweet Adelines International
$7 million economic impact — 2020

NEW ACCOMMODATIONS

The renovation has spurred an anticipated 47 percent
increase in the number of downtown hotels and 32
percent increase in hotel rooms.

Downtown Hotels Rooms
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